
TOWN OF SHELBURNE, MA

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MEETING MINUTES APRIL 6, 2023
A duly posted meeting of the Shelburne Zoning Board of Appeals was held via Zoom, on April 6, 2023.
Members Present: Chris Macek, Eric Lucentini, Noah Grunberg
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney 
Members Absent: Michael Parry, John Taylor, Joe Palmeri
Guests: John Ward, Greg Coppola, Matt Valliere, Claire Chang, Isaac Baker Josh Hilsdon
Chair pro temp Noah Grunberg called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
PV Squared is developing a plan with Vipassana Meditation Center for a solar installation that would be large enough to produce energy for the meditation center. They have reviewed the zoning bylaws and said that, as a religious organization, Vipassana is not subject to the bylaws because of the Dover Amendment. The Board was not familiar with the Dover Amendment but agreed to look into it. The installation would be 1.2 acres in size. If it were to be less than an acre it would then be considered a small installation, instead of a large-scale installation. It may be possible for it to be less than an acre in size. Isaac Baker said if it was found that the Dover Amendment was not applicable, the installation would be made smaller. If excess energy is produced, Isaac said the credits would be assigned to other accounts. Vipassana would not sell anything. He added that there are no plans to expand this installation, but it is possible solar panels could be placed on the roofs of existing buildings. Isaac said their counsel would send the Board the case law on the Dover Amendment. Eric agreed to consider anything that was presented and said that the statute must be followed. It could be an open and shut case due to the religious exemption.
Greenfield Solar, represented by John Ward and Claire Chang, are planning to install two solar trackers, 21’ x 22’ in size. They understood they needed a Special Permit and asked the Board how to proceed. They were told that setback requirements must be met and they must meet the criteria listed in Shelburne Zoning Bylaw section 6.6.

A motion was made by Chris, seconded by Eric, to approve the February 3, 2022 meeting minutes, the February 3, 2022 hearing minutes for Residences @ Mill Falls, the March 17, 2022 meeting minutes, and the March 17 hearing minutes for Lewis Goodnow. 


Voting in Support of motion: Noah, Chris, Eric
      
 Opposed:    None

      
 Abstentions: None


 Motion passed: 3-0-0

At 7:58 p.m. a motion was made by Chris seconded by Eric, to adjourn the meeting.


 Voting in Support of motion: Noah, Chris, Eric
      
 Opposed:    None

      
 Abstentions: None


 Motion passed: 3-0-0

Respectfully submitted,

Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
 Document List
Meeting minutes of February 3, 2022 and March 17, 2022
Residences @ Mill Falls hearing minutes of February 3, 2022

Lewis Goodnow hearing minutes of March 17, 2022

