The Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes          April 17, 2019
     Memorial Hall
          6:00 pm
Call to Order: Bob Manners called the meeting to order at 6 pm. Others present: Selectboard members Matt Marchese and Andrew Baker, Town Administrator Terry Narkewicz. 
Media Present:  None
Acceptance of Minutes:  A motion was made by Matt to accept the minutes of April 1 and April 10. This was seconded by Andrew and unanimously approved.
Noteworthy News: 
· The Highway Department will be collecting bagged leaves in the village on Monday, April 29. Bags containing leaves only should be placed curbside by 7 am.
Department Liaison Reports:

Arms Library – The library will soon be leaving its temporary annex and moving back into the renovated building.
Highway Department – Two pieces of equipment are currently out of commission. The lack of a loader is holding up preparations for future construction projects. Andrew and Mark Shippee have discussed a rent-to-own arrangement for a loader. This would be a provisional arrangement pending a positive Town Meeting vote. The repairs on the loader would be expensive. The purchase of a new loader is on the warrant for Annual Town Meeting.
Police Department – Drawings and bid documents for the police station renovation have been received. Bids are expected in May, with project completion expected in September or October. 
Senior Center – The expansion committee is working on design specs for the Arms lot in the event the site is chosen for a new Senior Center.  Buckland has asked for a meeting of the Selectboards and Finance Committees from the three towns. An agenda is in the works.
Town Hall – The town will be receiving $3,612.27 from the school district because the Mohawk Business Manager has discovered leftover funds from the 2016 capital projects. The annual audit is complete and the management letter has been received. The staff has had a meeting and are preparing responses.
Finance Committee RE: Final Review of the FY’20 Budget (Finance Committee members Deb Andrews, John Redeker) – A pre-Town Meeting forum is scheduled for May 1 to discuss warrant items and hopefully cut down on discussion time at Town Meeting. Capital needs for FY’20 were listed and discussed. While some of the capital expenses will be funded through various other accounts, the majority of capital expenses will be paid from the Stabilization Fund. That fund currently has $654,734. If all capital articles are approved $331,694 would remain. The omnibus budget was discussed in some detail, with all increases of 5% or more explained. At the end of that discussion, it was noted that 52% of the budget goes to the Mohawk School District. Several other questions will be on the warrant. Voters will be asked to make the position of Collector appointed rather than elected. There are questions concerning taxes on marijuana sales and Air B&Bs. The question of entering into a lease of the Pratt Memorial Library Building to the Arms Library Association may be passed over. A petition article asks the town to support changing the state flag and seal. The final nine articles involve zoning changes. The Board had been asked to move the zoning articles forward so they could be discussed earlier in the meeting, that is still under consideration. The Planning Board will be asked to provide a more readable information summary of the proposed changes in time for the May 1 forum.
Old Business:
Proposed Pratt Memorial Library Building Lease (Counsel’s Comments) – Town Counsel is concerned that, according to statute, town owned property can only be leased for 30 years, but to get the historic tax credits a 50-year lease is required. Counsel will be speaking directly with the Arms trustees. The article concerning the lease may need to be passed over at Town Meeting.

New Business: 
Sherry Clark RE: Resignation as Shelburne Free Public Library Trustee and Joseph Mattei RE: Resignation from Board of Assessors – Both Sherry and Joe have submitted letters of resignation from their respective positions. The Board thanked them for their service and wished them well. Because both positions are elected the Selectboard needed to take no action.
Senior Center Foundation RE: One Day Liquor License – The Foundation has requested a one day license to serve alcohol at the Buckland Shelburne Community Center, on May 11, as part of a Senior Center Expansion Project fundraiser. They also asked for a waiver of the license fee. A motion was put forth by Matt to approve the one day liquor license for the Senior Center Foundation, on May 11 and to waive the license fee. This was seconded by Andrew and unanimously approved.

The Art Garden RE: One Day Liquor License – The Art Garden is hosting the Hilltown Draw-Around event on April 27 and has asked for a license to serve beer and wine to adults at the event, after 9 pm. This has been done in the past and the organization has a proven serving plan in place. A motion was made by Andrew to approve a one day liquor license for The Art Garden for April 27. This was seconded by Matt and unanimously approved.
Correspondence:
Laurie Wheeler RE: Library Meeting Room – One of the improvements made to the Arms Library is the creation of a meeting room. The library invited community groups to use the room for meetings. Non-profit organizations, not-for-profit events, and town departments would not be charged for the use of the room.

Greenfield Savings Bank RE: Tree Donation ​ In commemoration of the bank’s 150th anniversary, the bank is offering the town an elm tree to be planted at an appropriate location in town. The tree would be a 1.5-2” caliper American Elm and the donation would include planting, the installation of a water bag, and a plaque designating the tree as a GSB Sesquicentennial Elm Tree. The letter has been forwarded to the Tree Warden. A suitable location for the tree will be found.

Any Other Business: 
Contract for Authorization of Bids – The contract for the authorization of bids for the interior renovation of the Police Station includes the following dates: pre-bid conference, April 24; sub-contractor bids due May 15; general contractor bids due May 22.
Date for Executive Session – The Board will meet in executive session on April 29 at 6pm to finalize contracts with the Police Chief and Town Administrator.
Posting the Warrant – A motion was put forth by Andrew to post the Annual Town Meeting warrant as presented. Matt seconded the motion and unanimously approved.

Public Comment: None
Adjournment: At 8:38 pm a motion was made by Matt to adjourn the meeting. This was seconded by Andrew and unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Faye Whitney, Recording Secretary
