Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

 June 30, 2015 

Memorial Hall

7:00pm

Call to Order:  Chairman Joe Judd called the meeting to order. Other members present: John Payne. Robert Manners was absent due to a family emergency 

Acceptance of Minutes: John presented a motion to accept the minutes of June 16, 2014 as printed.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Noteworthy News – Acknowledged the 4th of July and reminded folks about the parade. 

Department Liaison Reports:
Town Office – passed over 

Police- John reported all is well / status quo 

Highway – Joe reported the Dept. has completed reclaiming Taylor Road and hoping to schedule paving within the next few months – patching work continues 

Public Comment: None 

Appointments: 

7:15 pm Tree Hearing - Tree Warden Jim Richardson addressed the need for maintaining the public’s safety regarding responsible control of dead or diseased trees. He went over the list of trees he had recommended for removal and answered questions from the board as well as the public.  Bill Hosie from Masonic Ave spoke about the need for communication when tree work has to be done. Josiah Simpson asked questions about the process.  Jim answered the questions and the Board re-iterated that Mass General Law dictates his responsibilities and that we have every confidence that he understand this and will implement his duties accordingly. He acknowledged that he understood and the hearing was closed at 7:36pm 

7:30 pm West County Emergency Food Pantry RE: Use of Cowell Gymnasium (Dino Schnelle, Jan Cummings and Emily Crehan).  In preparation for the Food Pantry’s move to Cowell Gym, the group discussed a list of site needs with the Board. A tentative start-up date for the Food Pantry is September 1, 2014; pending an appropriate lease arrangement, appropriate fee structure, Board of Health approval of multiple outlets capacities for freezer/refrigerator/appliance usage, and the obtaining and installing by the Town, in the second room with Exit signs, a metal door with crash bars. 

The Board will address heating and cooling improvements in the future and will continue to monitor air quality.  The Board agreed to continue discussions at their July 28th  meeting. 
8:00 pm Christopher Gray, Hilltown Networks RE: Use of Memorial Hall/Fire Tower to Provide Wireless Internet Service (also in attendance were members of the Technology Committee) -Chris gave a brief overview of the project in relation to how the service would be offered. Both selectmen were very familiar with the project yet appreciated the information update. The discussion then turned into the DCR issues regarding research done by selectman Joe Judd. Matters of CAP ownership, land ownership, DCR involvement before approval is given, RFP possibilities that DCR may pursue if they entertained and approve of the plan, future meetings with DCR, need for more research with current 

landowners and other Towns that have entered into such agreements, etc. It was decided that Joe would continue his research and the group would meet again on July 14, 2014 to continue the talks. Also to entertain a meeting with DCR who have indicated they would be favorable to this. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Proposed Police Dept. Relocation - Nothing new to discuss 

Memorial Hall Roof Replacement -passed over till next meeting 

Memorial Hall Bathroom Renovations- Joe indicated that Terry had some other ideas that she wants to discuss with the board. Passed over till she and Bob returns. 

Town Treasurer Position – Terry advertised the position in local newspapers.  Resumes are due July 7th.
NEW BUSINESS: 

GSFABA Bridge of Flowers 10K Road Race – John presented a motion to approve the GSFABA’s request to host the annual road race.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
GSFABA 14th Annual Bridge Dinner – John presented a motion to approve a one day liquor license requested by the GSFABA.  The one day license will allow patrons to enjoy an alcoholic beverage at 14th Annual Iron Bridge Dinner on August 17th.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
FRCOG RE: Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership Advisory Committee - no action taken.
Annual Appointments:  The Board voted to re-appoint Board and Committee members in accordance with the list provided by the Town Administrator (a copy is available in the Selectmen’s Office).  The Board tabled two appointments until further discussion: Richard Bole – Cemetery Commission and Kurt Wilkins – Reserve Officer.
Beth Manning, Agricultural Commission Chairperson has requested that the Board consider Chris Johnson of Frank Williams Road and Technology & Cable Advisory Chairman, Mike Duffy has requested that the Board consider Hawley Waldman of Colrain-Shelburne Road.  Before making the appointments, the Board would like to meet each of the candidates. Boards/Committees with vacancies include: Conservation Commission, Historic Commission, Open Space, and Zoning Board of Appeals.
Re-Organization of the Board – In the absence of Bob Manners, the Board could not vote to appoint John Payne as Chairman.
Chairman: John Payne (pending vote) 

Vice-Chairman – John presented a motion to appoint Bob Manners as Vice-Chairman.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
Clerk: John presented a motion to appoint Joe Judd as Clerk.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Assignment of Department Liaisons:  

Highway – John 

Police – Joe 

Town Hall – Bob 

Senior Center – Joe 

Representation to Committees 
Franklin County Building Inspection Program – Charles Washer

Franklin Regional Council of Governments – John Payne
Franklin County Solid Waste Mgmnt District – Terry Mosher

Franklin Regional Transit Authority – Joe Judd

Franklin County Planning Board – Charles Washer

Western Franklin Veterans Service Center – Bob Manners

Mohawk Long Range Planning Committee – Joe Judd

Downtown Village Partnership – John Payne

Local Emergency Planning Committee – Chris Myers

Pratt Building Committee – Bob Manners

CORRESPONDENCE: None

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

ADJOURNMENT:  John presented a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 pm.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

SUBMITTED BY JOE JUDD
